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Reconstruction of the right hepatic artery using gastroepiploic
artery for patients with advanced bile duct cancer

Hiroyuki Shinchi”, Kosei Maemura”, Hidetoshi Noma”, Yukou Mataki”, Hiroshi Kurahara®,
Shinichi Maeda”, Masahiro Ueno”, Ryuzo Sakata?, and Sonshin Takao?

Department of Surgical Oncology and Gastroenterological Surgery”, Department of Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery?,
and Frontier Science Research Center”,

Kagoshima University, Kagoshima, Japan
Summary

Most of proximal bile duct carcinomas are unresectable because of the anatomic location of these tumors that invaded
easily to the hepatic artery and portal vein. We present two cases who had advanced proximal bile duct carcinomas
with invasion to the right hepatic artery. The patients underwent curative operation that included extrahepatic bile
duct resection combined with dissection of the right hepatic artery. We reconstructed the right hepatic artery using
right gastroepiploic artery. The postoperative courses were uneventful in both patients. Postoperative ultrasonography
indicated that the right hepatic artery was patent. Use of the right gastroepiploic artery is a safe and effective choice in
reconstruction of the right hepatic artery in hepatobiliary surgery. .
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